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State FFA Chorus Application

Instructions and Deadlines

The application and CD recording must be sent together and postmarked to the state
office by April 15",

Typewritten applications are preferred, or please use pen and print clearly. The
application may be duplicated in chapters with more than one applicant.

The Chorus Director and staff will review the applications and CD recordings and make
the chorus selections. However, all correspondence concerning the chorus will be
handled through the state FFA office.

FFA members that have graduated high school are not eligible to apply.

A student may apply for both State Convention Chorus and State Convention Talent.

Student’s Responsibilities to the State FFA Chorus

Students selected must attend all rehearsals and performances at State Convention
beginning Tuesday, 10 a.m. through Thursday, 6 p.m. Please understand that you make
this commitment before applying for the chorus! You will not be granted permission to
leave the convention for any reason.

Students are responsible for the cost of lodging and food while at the convention. Some
chapters provide financial assistance for these expenses.

Students are responsible for their official FFA dress. Selected chorus members will wear
the official FFA jacket of their local chapter.

Guitar, Bass, Drummer

The chorus is generally accompanied by drums, guitar, and bass, depending on the
music chosen. If you play any of these instruments, we encourage you to submit a CD
instrumental audition according to the instructions attached. Some chorus songs do not
require instrumental accompaniment, so if you would like to also sing in the chorus in
addition to playing an instrument, you are welcome to submit a vocal audition as well.
This is not a requirement, however.

Drum music is not scored. Some chords for the guitar and bass will be available, but all
instrumentalists chosen will be expected to play mostly by ear. You will be sent a CD
recording of the material before convention and will learn your music from listening to
these recordings.

You will use your own musical instruments during convention. The guitar and bass
players should bring a small amp/speaker for rehearsals and must have an
instrument/amplifier that is suitable for providing a direct line out to an amplification
system. Bass can either be played on a traditional stringed bass or on a keyboard. If you
play keyboard bass, the chorus will provide a keyboard for you to play.
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Instructions for Vocal CD or Cassette Tape Recording
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A vocal recording placed on a CD (preferred) or audio cassette tape is a reguirement for selection in the State FFA
Chorus. The audition sequence is simple and designed to help us properly place your voice in this prestigious music
group. If vou are unable to record a CD at home, please consider working with someone at your school or church. 1t is
also important that we hear vour voice without background noise or distortion.

Each year, some vocal CD recordings are submitted that are blank, If vour CD is blank, you will be automatically
disqualified. Therefore, once yvour CD recording is made, please be sure it will play on a simple boom box or a device
other than the computer or machine you used for the recording. If yvour CD is recorded using the MP3 compression
format, please note this on your CD,

Legibly print your name and name of your school on the CD. If you are including the optional solo audition on your
recording, please write “Solo Included.”

Throughout the recording, slowly announce vour name and address. Say: “My name is Bill Jones, and I live at Rural
Route 2, Anytown, Oklahoma.” Then repeat your name before proceeding with the recording.  Say, “My name is Bill
Jones.™

After vou have recorded your name, tell us the name, kind, and quality of the recording deviee vou are using, For
example, say, “1 am making this recording using our church’s Apple Macintosh computer, a Mackie sound board, and an
SM 58 Shure microphone.”

Next, without accompaniment from a piano or keyboard, begin vour audition by singing “ah.™ Start with the lowest
note you can sing, and sing “ah”™ on every nate of a continuous major scale up to and including the highest note you
can sing. Please sing with a lot of energy, and try hard to demonstrate the highes! note vou can sing. even if it is
uncomfortably high for you. Sing this scale two times: once loudly, then repeat it softly.

Again, starting with your lowest note, sing the sentence “This is the State Chorus audition.” Then sing this same
sentence on the next highest note of a major scale. Then sing the same sentence on the next highest note. Continue
singing this sentence on each note of a major scale up to and including the highest note yvou can sing. You can sing
these words with any thythm you choose, but sing all the words on each note of the scale. Please sing with a lot of
energy, and trv hard to sing the sentence on the very highest note that you can sing,

Finally, without accompaniment from a piano or keyboard, and starting on any comfortable pitch, sing the song
“America” (Oh beautiful for Spacious Skies . .. ™). Sing this song from beginning to end, one verse only, Imagine that
you are performing for a large crowd, and sing with expression and feeling. Please remember to keep the microphone
12 inches from your mouth.

If vou want to be considered for a chorus solo part during the convention, you should next sing a portion of a solo song
of your choice, either without accompaniment, or accompanied by keyboard or click track. If vou are accompanying
yourself on guitar or keyboard, please tell us this on the recording. If vou have more than one musical style to offer, it
would be helpful to sing a portion of a couple of different songs to show your capability. However, please be brief with
this portion of the audition.






